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Welcome to The Coombes’ very first Reading Newsletter!
A termly publication that will help us to share with you everything from  
what the children are reading in class, how to support your children
when reading at home, recommended reading lists, online resources
and much much more!

We hope you find it useful to know more about the exciting things the  
children are enjoying in school and how you can help. We love to read  
and we encourage you to talk about reading with your child as often as  
possible!

From all the staff at The Coombes

Reading is really important for children of all ages. It can

be difficult to encourage reluctant readers so don’t make

it a challenge, make it as fun as you possibly can. Read

wherever you can– from sign posts and address labels to

cookbooks and comic books, any reading is good read-

ing!

The best way to get children into a good book is to show  

them you love to read too; whether its squeezing in 10  

minutes into your bedtime routine or listening to your  

favourite audio book on the way to a sports club. Sur-

round your children with books and reading to develop  

their imagination, expand their vocabulary and demon-

strate just how important reading is to every walk of life.



The Big 

Read 2021
During the past year, we know our children 

have lived very different lives to what we would 
have envisioned. 

To recognise this, our Big Read 2021 will take 
place from Monday 5th July – Friday 16th July 

2021. We will focus on tour experience of the 
pandemic through a poem called 

The Rainbow Children by Gemma Peacock.

Keep your eye out for our Rainbow 
Children gratitude display that will be 

created by the children throughout 
The Big Read. 

The history books will talk of now,
That time the world stood still,

When every family stayed at home,
Waved out from windowsills,

At those they loved but could not hold,
Because they loved them so,

Yet, whilst they did they noticed,
All the flowers start to grow

The sun came out, they can recall,
And windows, rainbows filled,

They kicked a football in their yards,
Until the night drew in,

They walked each day but not too close,
That time the world stood still,

When people walked straight down the roads,
That once the cars did fill

They saw that people became ill,
They knew the world was scared,

But whilst the world stood still they saw,
How much the whole world cared,

They clapped on Thursdays from their doors,
They cheered for the brave,

For people who would risk their lives,
So others could be saved

The schools closed down, they missed their friends,
They missed their teachers so,

Their Mam’s and Dad’s helped with their work,
They helped their minds to grow,

The parents used to worry that,
As schools were put on hold,

Their children wouldn’t have the tools,
They’d need as they grew old.

But history books will talk of them,
Now adults, fully grown,

Those little boys and girls back then,
The ones who stayed at home,

They’ll tell you that they fixed this world
Of all they would fulfil

The Rainbow Children building dreams,
They’d dreamed whilst time stood still

Pupils will use this stimulus as an 
opportunity for our children to explore the 
poem, write and create their own poetry 
and artwork and work with their class to 
develop a piece of performance poetry. 



Recommended  
Reads

Classic New on the shelves

EYFS This warm and funny  

picture book story is

perfect for reading aloud, or
for small

children to read to

themselves time and again.

Link to this book

By Judith Kerr

Follow the adventures of four  
boys as they grow up, forming  
bonds of friendship to last a  

lifetime – even if they are oc-
casionally put to the test…

Link to this book

By Lauren Ace

KS1 Bernard's got a problem. He's  
found a monster in the back  
garden but his mum and dad  

are just too busy to notice.  
So Bernard tries to befriend  

the monster… and that
doesn't go quite to plan.

Link to this book

By David McKee

A poignant and timely picture  
book that introduces children  

to the issues of pollution,
waste management and the
oceans, with suggestions of
lifestyle changes to help the

world become a better, clean-
er place.

Link to this book
By Katie Cottle

LKS2 Harmony's uncle sends her  
on a treasure trail - which  

disappointingly ends in her  
finding a 50p piece. But the  

coin is a magic one, and
when you rub the queen's  

nose, your wishes will come  
true!

Link to this book

By Dick King Smith

This atlas of architectural  
wonders eschews the classic  
children’s book fare of the
Pyramids and the Taj Mahal,  
and instead takes a broader  

view of what constitutes
amazing architecture.

Link to this book

By Peter Allen

UKS2 The Borrowers live in the
secret places of quiet old
houses. They own nothing,

borrow everything, and think  
that human beings were in-
vented just to do the dirty  
work. Arrietty was an only
child who made friends with  
the human boy living in the  

house...

Link to this book By Mary Norton

Harrison Beck and his Uncle  
Nat are enjoying the final jour-

ney of the Highland Falcon,  
Britain's most famous steam  
train. But when a precious

jewel goes missing, Harrison  
and his new friend Lenny find  
themselves at the centre of  

the investigation

Link to this book

By M.G. Leonard
Winner of the Children’s  

Book Award 2021

Respect Perseverance Compassion Responsibility Wisdom Forgiveness

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tiger-Who-Came-Tea/dp/0007215991
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boys-Lauren-Ace/dp/1838911596
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Not-Now-Bernard-David-McKee/dp/1783442905
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-blue-giant/katie-cottle/9781843654513
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Queens-Nose-Dick-King-Smith/dp/0141370238/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=FFW7RT47XQHJAQBERW4D&linkCode=sl1&tag=stoagetoiroag-21&linkId=a4b4a286150ac3d8a7ea9eec3b6cb3b4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Atlas-Amazing-Architecture-incredible-architecture/dp/1908714875/ref=asc_df_1908714875/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=499132405833&hvpos&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1241862403165112724&hvpone&hvptwo&hvqmt&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl&hvlocint
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Borrowers-Puffin-Book-Mary-Norton/dp/0141354860/ref=asc_df_0141354860/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310977284312&hvpos&hvnetw=g&hvrand=9568053861558465047&hvpone&hvptwo&hvqmt&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl&hvlocint&hvlocphy=904611
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Highland-Falcon-Thief-Adventures-Trains/dp/1529013062/ref=asc_df_1529013062/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=414462526001&hvpos&hvnetw=g&hvrand=9247685044701799181&hvpone&hvptwo&hvqmt&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl&hvlocint&hvlocphy

